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I. General overview . The Russian legislation on countermeasures (in chronological 
order)
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1. Decree of the President of the RF dated August 6, 2014 № 560 “On the application of

certain special economic measures to ensure the security of the Russian Federation”

2. Government Resolution No. 778 dated 7 August 2014 “On Measures to Implement

the Russian President’s Executive Order No. 560 dated 6 August 2014, On the

Introduction of Certain Special Economic Measures in the Interest of Ensuring the

Security of the Russian Federation”

3. Federal Law “On Measures (Countermeasures) in Response to Unfriendly Actions of

the USA and (or) other Foreign States” (the “Law on Countersanctions”).

5. Draft Bill No. 464757-7 “On Amendments to the Criminal Code of the Russian

Federation” (“the Criminal Liability Bill”)

4. Some other acts of subordinate legislation.

The countermeasures were introduced in Russia in August 2014 in response to the sectoral

sanctions of the EU, the USA and other countries.



II. Decree of the President of the RF dated August 6, 2014 № 560 “On the application of
certain special economic measures to ensure the security of the Russian Federation”
(amended on 12.07.2018)

Introduction of special economic measures in the form of

prohibiting or restricting importation of particular

agricultural products, raw materials and food in respect of

the states which imposed sanctions on Russia (to be

determined by the Government).

Import ban and restrictions were initially introduced for

1 year, subsequently they were prolonged; currently they

are valid until 31 December 2019.
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III. Government Resolution No. 778 dated 7 August 2014 “On Measures to Implement the
Russian President’s Executive Order No. 560 dated 6 August 2014…” (amended on
12.07.2018) (1)

Defines the list of products banned and the countries

concerned which includes all the EU Member States and

the USA.

Import ban and restrictions were initially introduced for

1 year, subsequently they were prolonged; currently they

are valid until 31 December 2019.



III. Government Resolution No. 778 dated 7 August 2014 (2)
IIIa. The importation of which countries’ products is prohibited/restricted?

AustraliaCanadathe EUthe USA

Norway Ukraine Albania Montenegro

Iceland Liechtenstein
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III. Government Resolution No. 778 dated 7 August 2014 (2)
IIIa. The importation of which products is prohibited/restricted?
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live pigs
Cattle meat, pork 

and the like live fish milk products

vegetables fruit and nuts Wurst, sausage 

and the like
cheese

salt clams and the like
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IV. Other Subordinate Legislation

Government Decree No. 791 of 11.08.2014 “On establishing a ban on access of

light industry goods from foreign countries to public procurement”

Order of the FCS of Russia No. 1496 dated 7 August 2014 “On Measures to

Implement the Russian President’s Executive Order No. 560 dated 6 August 2014”

Order of Rospotrebnadzor No. 1496 dated 876 August 2014 “On Measures to

Implement the Russian President’s Executive Order No. 560 dated 6 August 2014”

etc.
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V. Federal Law “On Measures (Countermeasures) in Response to Unfriendly
Actions of the USA and (or) other Foreign States” (the “Law on Countersanctions”)
(1)

The Federal Law came into force

on 4 June 2018.

The law generally gives broad

powers to the President and the

Government to impose specific

countersanctions at their

discretion.
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V. Federal Law “On Measures (Countermeasures) in Response to Unfriendly Actions
of the USA and (or) other Foreign States” (the “Law on Countersanctions”) (2)

 Suspension/termination of

cooperation with

 Import ban/restrictions in

regard to goods (the list of goods

to be determined by the

Government) from

unamicable states

(to be determined by 

the President)

entities subject to the 

jurisdiction of 

unamicable states and 

controlled by/affiliated 

with them

 Export ban/restrictions with

respect to goods if exported by

Citizens of unamicable 

states
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V. Federal Law “On Measures (Countermeasures) in Response to Unfriendly Actions
of the USA and (or) other Foreign States” (the “Law on Countersanctions”) (3)

PROHIBITION OR RESTRICTION ON

for entities subject to the jurisdiction of unamicable states and controlled by/affiliated with 

them

provision of 

works/services 

for 

state/municipal 

needs

privatization of 

state and 

municipal 

property

provision of 

works/services 

related to 

organization for 

the sale of 

federal property

performance of 

the functions of 

the seller of 

federal property

Other measures as determined by the President
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V. Federal Law “On Measures (Countermeasures) in Response to Unfriendly Actions of
the USA and (or) other Foreign States” (the “Law on Countersanctions”) (5)

The President is empowered to introduce a national regime (and exceptions thereto)

for goods and services originating from unamicable states in case the latter apply

national regime to goods and services originating from Russia.

Import embargo and restrictions shall not cover vital goods without analogues in

Russia and imports of articles for personal use.

National treatment is a basic principle of GATT/WTO that prohibits discrimination

between imported and domestically produced goods with respect to internal taxation

or other government regulation.
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VI. Criminal Responsibility for Compliance with Sanctions

Draft bill No. 464757-7 envisages criminal liability for

compliance with the sanctions and is expected to be

applied to the following persons:

Citizens of the RF

Legal entities 

incorporated in Russia 

(and their officials)

Public entities (and their 

officials)

2nd

reading in 

the State 

Duma
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